FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN
I would at once be required to vacate. Letters arrived daily by the score from persons of all classes, and although they referred to my past services in much too flattering terms, the sincerity of motive which had prompted them was unquestionable, and I was gratified as well as surprised to find that I had won the esteem of so many of my fellow-countrymen.
These observations should perhaps be qualified in the case of one of the letters, which afforded me so much amusement as to deserve special mention. The writer, a man I had not met for nearly thirty years, after deploring the loss my departure from the War Office would be to the State, went on to ask for the temporary loan of four pounds ! Why he did not ask for the round sum of five pounds I have never been able to understand, for his chances of receiving the loan could hardly be affected by so small a matter as an extra sovereign.t. James's Palace, at my disposal for the duration of the war, a privilege which added greatly to my personal convenience. Although I ceased to be C.I.G.S. nine months before the war ended, His Majesty allowed me to remain at York House until February 1919, when it was put into the hands of the decorators preparatory to becoming the residence of the Prince of Wales.
